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Primary One
Welcome Pichic

April 2007

"The picnic was a pleas-
antly informal introduc-
tion to Miranda's new
primary school (which
also happens to be my
alma mater). We both
enjoyed it: she had a
chance to play with her
new friends while | chat-
ted to other parents
from her class. Sand-
wiches, cakes and pep-
permint tea were passed
around and we ex-
changed phone nos. The
games were a great way
for the girls to build
team spirit. | also en-
joyed chatting to Miss
Kon, who used to teach
me music when | was in
MGS Mt Sophia. A very
warm welcome indeed."

Cindy Jeyaratnam, mother of

Of friendships made and
pleasures shared

Thank you Mrs Celine Seetoh & student leaders for
organizing the games on 27th January
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I wish to thank Fei, Gladys, Tina and Jacelyn, who stepped
down from the committee at the end of last year, for

their valuable contributions to ParentLink. We are fortu-
nate that our new committee members 9 Charlotte, Siew
Chian, Gillian and Pamelad have brought their perspectives
into ParentLink to enable ParentLink to take a greater

role in encouraging parent participation in school life. This
year, our committee will also look to improve the opera-
tions of ParentLink. We have expanded our Handbook
available to reps and teachers, started a formal checklist
for individual events and are in the process of setting up a
website and formalisng our accounting procedure.

Parent s

We are indeed grateful to the school for their support of
our plans. The additional administrative support that has
been given to ParentLink this year by the school will allow
us more focus on ParentLink objectives.

It cannot be said often enough that the success of all
ParentLink activities rests on the generosity of our parent
volunteers who contribute their time, ideas and resources
whenever they can. Due to the dedicated efforts and
commitment of our 10 level reps and more than 80 class
reps, ParentLink is able to confidently promise our 10 ex-
citing events for 2007

This year, we are proud to bring you two new activities
initiated by parent volunteer Soo Choon Kiat & a Family
Night Walk in April and a Parent and Child Archery in Au-
gust. There are also opportunities for family involvement

in our Family Funbowl! in May and our much anticipated Fun
Fair at the close of the school year. The primary girls also
have the Zany Brainy Games and the Spelling Bee to look
forward to at the end of the first and second semesters
respectively. For parents, we have plans for an outing and
a talk later in the year.

We hope that you and your daughters will enjoy the activi-
ties that are made possible by the mums and dads of MGS
girls!

Mrs Tay Hui Chuan
Chairperson
MGS ParentLink Committee

Please contact us by emailnagisparelink@mgs.sch.edu.s¢
if you are able to offer help in any form or if you have any
queries or comments.

MGS ParentLink is the MGS parent
support group. Every mum and dad of an
MGS girl is automatically a part of

ParentLink and can assist ParentLink as a

parent volunteer.

ParentlLink aims to play a part in
ronment in the following areasé
1. Adding fun & variety to the scho
and creating memorable experiences for the girls through
events & activities organized by ParentLink and supported
by parents
2. Extending assistance to teachers
3. Helping MGS achieve its targets & objectives
4. Providing feedback to principal & teachers
Parentlink Committee 2007
Chairperson Tay Hui Chuan
Secretary Wendy Chew
Koh Siew Hoon
Treasurer Sue Koh, Teriya Tan
Communications Karen Fong, Charlotte Yew
Parent Liaison Betty Lim
Executive Committee Member Bervyn Lee
Chang Siew Chian
Gillian Chow
Pam Heng
Ex-Officio Advisor Kon Mei Leen
Level Representatives
P1 Mrs Alina Liau
P2 Mrs Rebecca Wong
P3 Mrs Kan Pau Kim
P4 Mrs Lynda Kinne
P5 Mrs Jean Becker
P6 Mrs Alicia Low
Secl Mrs Joyce Fung
Sec 2 Mrs Tang Ching Farn
Sec 3 Mrs Cheryl Sim
Sec4 Mrs Evelyn Tan
MGS Parentsd Prayer Fell owship me

A.M. prayer group 1st Fri of the month 7.30 A 8.45 am
P.M. prayer group
Sec 4 prayer group 3rd Fri of the month 7.15 A 8.15 am

PSLE prayer group 4th Fri of the month 7.30 fi 8.30 am

2nd Fri of the month 12.30 f 1.30 pm
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iChoices for Secondary School & Beyond '

According to Ms Lucy Tay, there are no right answers.
Parents today are faced with a galaxy of choices, and
with choice, comes stress. How can you be sure that the
choice you make is the right one?

On Oct 14, 2006, more than 100 parents of P5 and P6
girls gathered to listen to Ms Lucy Tay, distinguished
MGS alumna (1987), President Scholar, educationist and
a mother to three young boys. Lucy was specially invited
by ParentLink to share her own personal and professional
experiences on the many choices parents of primary chil-
dren are presented with.

Academically strong students in particular face many
options - stay on in MGS and join the Sophia Blackmore
programme with the aim of preparing students for the

I nternational Baccal aureate
Or join an IP school or other specialised institutions.

Lucy shared many sound principles to help parents and
students in the decision -making process to chart the
course of their childrends

For your benefit, we draw out some of the key areas
which Lucy touched upon in her very enlightening talk,
which was followed by a lively discussion among the ple-
nary panel, as well as questions and points raised from
the floor.

What is important in this decision? Or, rather,
who is?

There are a lot of good schools in Singapore. The variety
of programmes, subjects, electives, CCAs is increasing.
But you still have to decide.

Where do you begin?

You begin with your daughter. She must take top priority
in your decision. What was she like when she was very
little? Is she studious, or not the studious type? Flash
forward 50 years from now. She will be in her sixties.
What do you want her to be then? What do you want her
to be experiencing? What joys do you wish for her life?
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Take the long view

You may decide to keep your daughter in MGS or you may
decide to send her to another school. There are also
alternative routes to explore. Lucy shared her experi-
ences about the daughter of a good friend who did not
make the cut, and the anxiety and pain that the girl and
parents went through. As it turned out, it was a really

good experience & she went on to Nanyang Polytechnic,
and topped her animation studies class before going on to
study in Australia.

What Makes a Difference in Learning?
Lucy outlined three distinct factors :

1) Freedom from fear

Studies repeatedly show that learning is compro-
mised when students are frightened 9 by artificially
set standards, fear of failure, fear of being com-
pared, fears that teenagers face.

2) Challenge
You need to have people around you who stretch you

by their example. They help you think of things that

you dondt wusually think about
that you dondt wusually care
learn.

3) Sense of Purpose

Why am | | earning? What 6s it
very hard work involved? Where am | going with

this? What 6s this world about
here?

Which environment will your daughter feel most at
ease in? Where will she find healthy competition?
Where will she develop a sense of purpose?

This sense of purpose is important to encourage
learning & the value of a subject, the worth of litera-
ture, the worth of physics. Sciences help to keep
that breadth. The Sophia Blackmore programme at
MGS offer pure sciences from Secondary 1 onwards.

Continued on page 6
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ParentLink and P 2 moms were asked to organ-
ize a Café @ recess for the entire school as part
of this year6s Health Awarene
(March 5th # 9th).

March 5th the canteen was lined with healthy
food made and sold by P 2 moms. The girls were
spoilt for choice.

There were colourful sticks of fruit kebabs, corn
in a cup, pasta, vegetarian bee hoon, muffins
(blueberry, carrot & walnut, orange peel), fruit
juice jelly, ice Milo (P 1 moms), rice Krispie

Café du Jour
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treats.

-n-c}:"
Over hear dé
AUncle, are you selling the | past:
0This is great fun fofrbdus moms a

Lower Primary participants

Spelling Bee 2006

Photos by Koh Li Ann

iAt the end of each yearg, as part of the school 6s
i after exams activities, ParentLink organizes :

i their annual Spelling Bee for the Primary

i School.

i The girls look forward to Spelling Bee because
i this is when each class show off how well they
i can spell. Last year our Spelling Bee was held
ion 11th October.

Upper Primary participants

Each class is represented by 3 of their top :
i0spellersdé in eliminatiion rounds till a winning
i class emerges. :

Parent volunteers were once again recruited to
: be judges, photographers, scorekeepers, stage  :
: co-ordinators , time keepers, announcers for Photos by Christina Lim
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